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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance   2018-163
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: March 13, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU; F
Date of Analysis: March 16, 2018
Type of Action: Appropriation; Agreement Authorization/Approval; CIP Amendment
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates a $200,000 grant from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to fund the construction of a 6,400 foot asphalt trail connecting the Sal Taylor Creek Preserve Trailhead to the existing southern terminus of the Cecil  Recreational Trail, as initiated by B.T. 18-060; it approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute on behalf of the City the State of Florida  Department of Environmental Protection Recreational Trails Program Agreement for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Nonmotorized Diverse Use Trail between the City and FDEP; the ordinance amends the 2018-2022 Five-Year Capital Improvement Program, approved by Ordinance 2017-505-E, to provide funding for the project entitled “Jax-Baldwin Rail Trail Development – Park & Upland Restoration”; it provides oversight by the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Services.
Background Information: The Florida Department of Environmental Protection notified the City of Jacksonville on October 17, 2017 that the Jax Baldwin Trail Development Project had been selected to receive a grant award up to a maximum of $200,000.  The Recreational Trails Program is a competitive program which provides grants to local government entities for acquisition and development of land for public outdoor recreation use or to construct recreational trails.
DEP Agreement No.T1738 for Jax Baldwin Trail Development Project was received for the execution as a condition of the grant.  The new section of paved, multi-use trail will extend approximately 6,400 linear feet from the new trailhead facility at Sal Taylor Creek Preserve and connect to the southern terminus of the existing Cecil Recreational Trail which currently ends abruptly in the middle of a wooded area.  Ultimately, through future trail projects, the Cecil Recreational Trail will extend further north and connect to the Jax Baldwin Rail Trail allowing easy access to communities throughout western Duval County and providing trail access from Cary State Forest to Jennings State Forest.  This project incorporates hiking and biking, with a focus on safe and connected opportunities.  By extending the existing trail system and connecting to adjacent conservation lands, Sal Taylor Creek Preserve can become a “cornerstone park” revitalizing the surrounding neighborhoods and facilitating active, healthy living.
Policy Impact: Natural and Marine Resources Division, Parks, Recreation & Community Services Division
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates a grant from the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection in the amount of $200,000.00.
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